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Necker called the Notables together again, to lay
before them questions relative to the composition
and form of the States-General. They met for the
second time at Versailles, November 6, 1788. Was
the Third Estate to have a representation equal to
that of the nobility and clergy? Were the votes
to be taken by classes or individually ? The whole
Revolution lay in the way in which these two ques-
tions were settled. An enormous majority of the
Notables pronounced against the double representa-
tion of the Third Estate, and yet Louis XVI. was
imprudent enough to place himself on the side of the
minority. This was the opinion of Marie Antoinette,
who, despite her fears, still had illusions. In vain
did the Count of Artois, the three Condfe, and the
Prince of Conti address a memorial to the King, in
which they denounced "the Revolution which was
preparing in the principles of government." The
unhappy monarch, misled by his exaggerated kind-
ness, was fascinated by

" that spirit of independence and error,
The forerunner of the fatal fall of kings."

The Queen was persuaded that the bourgeoisie,
represented by the Third Estate, was devoted to the
throne, that the lower clergy would be held by the
hope of preferment; that Necker would have author-
ity over the lawyers and others of that class who
composed the Third Estate. The Count of Artois,
w,fro held the contrary opinion, almost quarrelled with